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interstate system is worn out, that there are $2 billion worth
of unmet n eeds in the secondary highway system and that no one
knows how many billions of dollars we need to replace b ridges.
I n a d d i t i on , ou r c i t i e s and ou r c ou nt i e s h av e u nt o l d mi l l i on s of
dollars o f unme t neec s and they are frustrated by thei r
inability to obtain cooperation from the Department of Roads s o
that they c an add ress th ose needs and the problems that they
face on a realistic basis. Ny concern at this time is this. I t
is no secret that Senator Hartnett and I, mys elf, h ave for
several years proposed the u s e of bonds to a ccel e r a t e som e
highway construction. I have chosen to go beyond that and have
proposed a n ame ndment to LB 45 7 which will provide for some
structural changes within the department, provide for a gasoline
tax increase, provide for some planning from t he Gove rnor' s
Office, prov ide f or some ove rsight by the Tran sportation
Committee and will prov>de for the issuance of $50 million worth
of b o n d s . Bu t t h e p o i n t I wan t t o mak e i s t h i s . I wi l l not t r y
to amend the bill t o rem ove th i s language. I think it ' s
probably, should have been done a long time ago, but I want it
understood that I am not quite as slow t o learn maybe as my
friend Senator Johnson, although I' ve been here 20 years and it
t akes me quite a while also. And I do not want the language i n
this b al l to be used at a later date as a reason why we should
not advance either Senator Hartnett's LB 632 or m y o wn LB 4 57
this session. I th ink it is important to recognize that when we
request that the department come back with some proposals, and I
do not see the language now exactly, but I understood there was
supposed to be, yes, by December 1st of '88. That does not give
sufficient time in most instances for a bill to be drawn...

SPEAKER BARRETT: O n e m inute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: . ..to be presented to the 1989 Legislature, and
that means that we will then g o on a nother yea r u nt il 1990
before we have any substantive change. S o I gu ss my concern is
t h i s . I will speak again later on, that there be some reason
expressed, I'm sure Senator Warner can touch upon t h is, as to
the methods whereby the Department of Roads at the present time
are addressing these five or now six points that are used in the
budget bill as criteria for departmental decisions. I'd like to
know if they have at this time any kind of procedure or do they
just react in knee jerk fashion...

SPEAKER BARRETT : T i me .
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